Sustainable Development of Modernist Neighbourhoods 


The project Sustainable Development of Modernist 
Neighbourhoods is related to UNESCO Sustainable Development 
Goal 11, Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient, 
and sustainable. 

The main goal of the proposed theme is to create a platform 
that will lead to the development of an appropriate collective 
understanding of modernist architecture, emphasising modernist 
neighbourhoods. The project's learning objectives are to enable 
understanding and recognise the values of a particular building, group 
of buildings, or whole sites and respect them. The project will serve to 
create the ability of the public to appreciate the modernist heritage as 
a tangible expression of the period of our recent past, the period of a 
highly socially oriented society. Recognising and consequently 
respecting the values of a particular built environment by inhabitants 
are crucial for their property's proper approach. Furthermore, the 
recognition of modernist neighbourhoods as high-quality examples of 
high-density housing construction can lead to well-planned and well- 
managed further urbanisation using appropriate modernist urban and 
architectural concepts as valuable tools for further sustainable urban 
development. 

The idea for the project "Sustainable Development of Modernist 
Neighbourhoods" is based on the observation of adverse changes in 
space in Slovenia and the experiences from my daily work with clients 
in the architectural studio. The stigmatising of life in Yugoslavia and its 
social order negatively affects the public's attitudes towards so-called 
“socialist architecture and urban planning’, with residential 
neighbourhoods as their most recognisable form. But such an attitude 
is not limited only to the area of the former Yugoslavia. 

It is necessary to make sure that the qualities of Modernist 
neighbourhoods, as recognised by the professionals, can be 
translated into a higher quality of living. When that is so, the 
neighbourhood's residents will understand and appreciate all the 
favourable conditions of their surroundings. A better understanding of 


modernist architecture and recognition of its qualities will lead to a 
more appropriate attitude towards these architectural and spatial 
arrangements. Presenting consequences of poor practice and the 
presentation of suitable options for developing and maintaining 
facilities and shared open spaces within neighbourhoods will have 
positive implications for further interventions in built-in tissue. 
Achieving heightened awareness about the values of modernist 
neighbourhoods by their users is crucial to the proper development of 
these areas with simultaneous maintenance of their original 
appearance, authenticity and integrity. 

The project "Sustainable Development of Modernist 
Neighbourhoods" was created to present and emphasise the strengths 
and values of modernist residential heritage to the public and 
especially to the inhabitants of these estates. The role of the 
participatory activity of inhabitants and other users of the space is 
especially stressed. The project is prepared to enable capacity 
building. It is developed to explain basic recommendations and rules 
that must be followed if we want to preserve the authenticity and 
integrity of residential neighbourhoods while ensuring the sustainable 
development of these areas. 

This work is openly licensed. Much of the work done in 
architecture and architectural preservation is proprietary, under 
copyright, and privately held. The spatial topics are often discussed in 
the academic world, but unfortunately, the findings remain within a 
narrow circle of the professional public. This doesn't seem right 
because space is common property. The buildings in which one lives 
and works and the space in which one move have a strong influence 
on everybody's working, health, and thinking and affect their attitude 
towards life. Hence, we need to change perceiving architecture, 
cultural heritage and space and widely share the knowledge. The 
principles of open education also include open pedagogy, which 
values connections to a greater community and shared knowledge 
rather than the creation of a mere product. 

The project is prepared as an OER, created as a website 
licensed by Creative Commons, using WordPress in combination with 


the Hypothes.is app. That will enable the interested public to actively 
co-create the site's content through comments, notes, and 
annotations. The project is freely accessible and allows the interested 
public to discuss the presented issues and co-create, curate, upgrade 
and search the content. One goal is to build the community on the 
subject and gradually boost the content with new case studies, not 
only Slovenian but also international. In this way, the platform of the 
presented project would collect examples of residential 
neighbourhoods from different environments, including their problems 
and successful and unsuccessful practices for solving them. 

International cooperation and sharing of different practices 
could minimise attempts to find solutions to identified problems and 
develop a global pool of culturally diverse, locally relevant, accessible 
educational materials in multiple languages and formats. The primary 
content of the project ‘Sustainable Development of Modernist 
Neighbourhoods’, supported by appropriate research in the area, 
focused on the Ljubljana modernist neighbourhoods' cases, is already 
available in Slovenian and English language. This OER may be re- 
used, re-purposed or adapted, and redistributed. 

The main goals of the project are to raise awareness of the 
broad public about the values, characteristics and qualities of 
modernist residential architecture and urban planning; to contribute to 
a transformation of the modernist neighbourhoods, mainly degraded 
due to improper maintenance, into attractive urban areas of high- 
quality; to build a community around the topic and connect the work to 
a broader international community. 

The primary target audience for the project are residents of the 
modernist neighbourhoods, along with housing committees and 
building managers. Also, contractors of construction and craft works, 
NGO's, local authorities and competent ministries (Ministry of the 
Environment and Spatial Planning and Ministry of Culture) are 
addressed as they play an essential role in ensuring an orderly and 
quality living environment and cultural heritage preservation. The 
successful renovation of neighbourhoods is possible only through 
fruitful Cooperation of all stakeholders (public institutions (state, 


municipalities), economic organisations, residents, NGO’s and 
technical experts) from the very outset. This OER could be of great 
use for students and professors of architecture and art history, too. 


